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DAVI D N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York, ANTHONY PLACI DO, the Special Agent
in Charge of the Drug Enforcenent Adm nistration s New York
Ofice, and JEROVE M HARRI' S, the Special Agent in Charge of the
Drug Enforcenment Adm nistration's Carribean Division, announced
today the unsealing in Manhattan federal court of Indictnents
charging 15 people in the United States, Col onbia, and Curacao,
Net herl ands Antilles, with participating in two separate
international conspiracies to inmport heroin and cocaine into the
United States from Col onbia via, anong other places, the
Cari bbean Island of Curacao, Netherlands Antilles.

The arrests were the cul m nati on of Operations Encore
and Barehak, two related investigations involving the transport
of massive anmounts of narcotics that were manufactured in
Col ombi a and inported to the United States through various neans,
i ncl udi ng by transshi pnent through Curacao, Netherlands Antilles.

The unsealing of the two Indictnents follows the arrests over the



weekend in the United States, Col onbia and Curacao of
approxi mately 30 def endants.

According to | aw enforcenent officials, these cases are
the result of unprecedented international cooperation between the
Net herl ands Antilles, Colonbia and the United States, and
represent the first joint investigations and prosecutions of
| arge-scal e narcotics trafficking organi zati ons operating in
t hese three countries. The coordinated efforts included
si mul t aneous tel ephone intercepts in all three countries,
permtting | aw enforcenent to root out all aspects of the
organi zations — fromthe sources of supply in Colonbia, to the
transshi ppers in Curacao, to the whol esale inporters and
distributors in the United States.

During the course of these coordi nated investigations,
approximately 4,438 kil ograns of cocaine, 34 kilograns of heroin,
15 kil ograns of nethanphetam ne, 484 kil ograns of marijuana,
$180,000 in United States currency, 21 firearms, 7 vessels and 2
busi nesses have been seized, and the United States is seeking $43
mllion in asset forfeiture fromthe defendants.

The Val enci a | ndi ct nent

The United States Indictnent that has arisen out of

Oper ati on Barehak charges six defendants, all of whom were

recently arrested in Curacao, Netherlands Antilles. According to



the Indictnent, JAMES YEZI D VALENCI A RUGELES t he defendant, al ong
with his two sons, MARI O ALBERTO VALENCI A, and JAMES JESUS
VALENCI A MUNEVAR, ran a nassive cocai nhe snuggling organi zation
(the "Val encia Organi zation") which received tons of cocaine in
Curacao, which they then transported northward, to St. Maarten,
Net herl ands Antilles, before eventual inportation into Puerto
Rico and the continental United States.

According to the Valencia Indictnment, the Val encia
Organi zation received its cocaine after it traveled, by container
shi p and hi gh-speed notorboat, fromthe northern coasts of
Venezuel a and Col onbia (the northern coast of Venezuela is
approximately 24 nautical mles south of Curacao). The Val encia
I ndi ctment further stated that in order to successfully inport
narcotics into Curacao, the Val encia Organi zation paid corrupt
| aw enforcenent officials to provide security for the Valencia
Organi zation, including serving as | ook-outs in Curacao when a
shi pment of cocai ne was scheduled to arrive and providing
information to the Val encia Organi zati on about |aw enforcenent's
interdiction efforts so that the Val encia Organi zation could
avoi d detection and interception of the | oads of narcotics. Two
of the arrested defendants who are being prosecuted in Curacao
were | ocal police officers who provided such services to the

Val enci a Organi zation. According to the Val encia Indictnent,



after the cocaine arrived in Curacao, the Val encia O ganization
arranged for its shipnent to St. Maarten, where it was stored
until it was eventually shipped to Puerto Rico and the
continental United States.

Paynment for the cocaine would be received in United
States currency which was transported back to Curacao by, anong
ot her means, human couriers. According to the Val encia
| ndi ct ment, people who failed to pay for the cocai ne were subject
to threats of physical violence, including threats to the famly
menbers of such co-conspirators.

The Di az-Bet ancur | ndictnent

The United States Indictnent that arose from Qperation
Encore charges 10 defendants, 3 in the United States, 6 in
Col onbia and 1 in Curacao, Netherlands Antilles, with conspiracy
to distribute heroin. According to the Di az-Betancur |ndictnent
and the Requests for Provisional Arrest to Col onbia and the
Net herl ands Antilles, OVAR DI AZ BETANCUR and HERNAN DI AZ
BETANCUR, anong others, were involved in a | arge-scale heroin
di stribution organi zati on based in Col onbia that was responsible
for inmporting large quantities of heroin into the United States,
i ncl udi ng New York, through various routes, including overland
over the Mexican border into Texas and by boat through Curacao

and the Cari bbean.



According to the D az-Betancur Indictnent, JUAN MARTI N
OCAMPO CORTES negoti ated heroin transactions with OVAR D AZ
BETANCUR and HERNAN DI AZ BETANCUR, arranged for the snuggling of
such narcotics into the United States, and directed wre
transfers to be made in paynment for the heroin and for expenses
relating to the snmuggling. Mre than 19 kil ograns of heroin have
been sei zed t hroughout South Anerica, and nore than $100, 000 in
United States currency have been seized in connection with
Operation Encore.

| f convicted, each defendant faces a maxi mum sentence
of life in prison and a $4 nmillion, or twice the gross gain or
| oss resulting fromthe crine.

M. KELLEY praised the investigative efforts of the
Drug Enforcenent Adm nistration, the Korps Politie Curacao (KPC)
t he Recherché Samenwer ki ng Team (RST), the Coast CGuard of the
Net herl ands Antilles and Aruba (CGNAA), the Curacao District
Attorney’s Ofice, the Colonbian National Police, the New York
City Police Departnment and the New York State Police for their
unpr ecedent ed cooperation and coordination. He said the
i nvestigation is continuing.

Assi stant United States Attorneys NEIL M BAROFSKY and

KEVIN R PUVALOABKI are in charge of the prosecution



The charges contained in the Indictnment are nerely
accusations, and the defendants are presuned i nnocent unless and
until proven guilty.
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